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Before Purchasing Designer 2 Upgrade: 
 

• To see the DEMO OF DESIGNER 2 FEATURES, watch the INSTALLATION VIDEO and 
try the STEP-BY-STEP TUTORIAL, click here:   http://www.carvewright.com/project-
designer-2-0-tutorials/ 

• You can download the Designer 2.0 software and play with the software as a 
Free Trial Version for 30-days.  You will not be able to upload to a memory card, 
save or carve until purchased and registered. 

• Designer 1 (1.183+) and Designer 2 (2.00x+) can both be installed on your 
computer, although only one version can run at a time. 

• If your computer currently has a version of the Project Designer Software installed 
that is Version 1.182 or earlier (older), then you must first REMOVE THAT 
INSTALLATION through your Control Panel. 

• Note that whichever software was installed last will be the default program used 
when double-clicking on projects, patterns, etc. 

• If you OPEN & SAVE a project in 2.00x, it is NOT BACKWARDS COMPATIBLE to 1.187 
or earlier. Save back-up copies, if unsure. 

• All previously purchased & activated patterns, projects and advanced software 
WILL work in 2.00x, once you have purchased and registered to your existing 
Customer Account. 

• Designer 2 is activated and treated as an add-on.  It is non-transferable, if system 
is sold, however the Basic Designer Software is transferable with machine 
registration. 

• Message to customers with numerous projects or patterns: 
o If you use the OPEN WITH PREVIEW function, you may experience 

numerous crashes until all of the thumbnails for your ptn & mpc files have 
been created.  These crashes may be the result of ptn or mpc files that 
were created with much earlier versions of the software.   

o It will create these thumbnails starting with each time you open a folder 
that contains these file types.   

o The crashes will stop once the preview thumbnail files are created.   
o It can be turned off under HELP > DISABLE FILE PREVIEWS. 
o This is not an issue for new CW customers that are just starting to build their 

collection of patterns & projects. 

 

Installation & Registration of Designer 2: 
 

Go here for information on installation, registration & troubleshooting Designer 2 
software: http://www.carvewright.com/support-page/getting-started/update2/ 
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Deep Carving 

In version 2.004, we added 
support for our long bits 
allowing you to carve up to 2 
1/8” or 2.125” deep. This is a 
vast difference in carving 
depth capabilities over our 
previous bits, which were 
limited to .8” deep based on 
their structure.  

To change a RASTER bit, go to 
EDIT > BOARD SETTINGS > 
PATTERN BIT.  This bit selection 
will apply to all raster carving 
on your project. 

 

Font Notification 
Designer will now let you know when you open a project, if the assigned font is not 
available and offer a substitution.  

Floor Feather Option 
This option smoothes out the bottom layer of 
pattern pixels for a cleaner feather.  Default is on, but you can turn it off.  

Dual Wood Grain Textures 
Dual wood grain textures can be applied to your board using two different wood grains 
in a total of three different layers.  OpenGL 2.1 or higher is required for this feature to be 
available. Go to Edit > Board Settings and set the layers. 
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Rotary Jig and Software 
See attached Tips & Tricks on Rotary Jig.  The Rotary Jig Software is an ADD-ON feature 
that is available for purchase.  It is NOT included as part of Designer 2.
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Flip Within Jig 
Software version 2.005 or newer is required. 

Although the CarveWright system was designed to securely hold and track a board 
while carving, carrier boards, or jigs, as they are usually referred to, are used in an effort 
to minimize waste of expensive wood. Jigs can be build to “stay under rollers” all the 
time, making tracking and head positioning more consistent. Jigs are especially useful 
as they can provide a smoother tracking surface for carving boards that may not be 
ideally suited for the machine, such as slices from a tree trunk, or wood that would lose 
its character if it were planed & squared.   

CarveWright firmware version 2.005 introduced a new feature for double-sided carves. 
Previously, double-sided projects did not work well with jigs, because they require the 
entire board to be flipped along the board’s width. In this case, most users split projects 
in two – the front, and the rear. With this software release, the jig can now be 
accounted for when a board is flipped.   

Previously, the firmware would calculate the position of the board after a flip, based on 
the dimensions of the board on the first side. This new feature requires the user to jog to 
position on both the front and back side of the board. No calculation is performed.   

Here we have our jig. It’s not very straight. The edges are different sizes. It’s just like I 
would build it. 

 

In the CarveWright Designer software, lay out your double-sided pattern, sized to the 
same size (or smaller) as the wood you will be carving. Upload your project, and take it 
to the machine.   
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Load your board into the jig, the jig into the machine, and start the project. It will ask to 
load the back of the board, just like all double-sided projects do.   

After it measures the board, if the size of the board is larger than the project board, the 
machine will ask:  

 

To flip the board within the jig, answer “Yes”. The machine will ask you to jog to the 
corner, or the center. Select the “Corner” option. If you were looking at the machine 
from the front, it would be the left corner of the wood, closest to you, as noted in the 
picture. 

 

 

When the machine has carved your pattern, it will ask for you to flip the board to the 
“front” side. Raise the head, slide out the jig, and flip the board within the jig. 
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Reload the jig into the machine. The machine measures the jig again to make sure of its 
dimensions, then asks:  

 

Jog to the far corner, as shown in the picture. Finish the carve. 

 

 



Page 18 of 18 
 

Designer 2 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): 
Go here to see Designer 2 FAQs at www.carvewright.com under  
SUPPORT > CarveWright FAQs > SOFTWARE ADD-ONS > DESIGNER 2.0 UPGRADE FAQs    
 http://www.carvewright.com/designer-2-0-faq/  

Other Resources for Designer 2 
• Designer 2 Tutorials at www.carvewright.com under SUPPORT > TUTORIALS > 

SOFTWARE > PROJECT DESIGNER 2:    http://www.carvewright.com/project-
designer-2-0-tutorials/ 

• CarveWright Community Forum at www.carvewright.com under SUPPORT > 
COMMUNITY FORUM or at forum.carvewright.com under CarveWright Software > 
Designer (Upgrade) http://forum.carvewright.com/forumdisplay.php?123-
Designer-(Upgrade) 

• LHR Customer Support: 

9:00 AM to 12:30 PM & 1:30 PM to 6:00 PM Central Standard Time 
Monday through Friday 
713-473-6572 


